MEANING OF SOCIAL WELFARE

run, viewed from the highest standpoint, the
interest of the individual and that of society
coincide. Many will question this statement.
There is a well-founded belief that human
selfishness is the dominant force in society.
But mere selfishness is short-sighted, and the
man who sees his own truest and highest in-
terest will generally recognize that whatever
he does that is best for society is best for him.
This requires that one believe character to be
of much more consequence than reputation;
that the gratification of one's conscience is
something that can be set off against loss in
the satisfaction of some lower desire, even
that of physical comfort; that the conscious-
ness of duty done may be a full compensation
and more for pecuniary loss; that service to
others is a real source of personal satisfaction.
If one takes this view of life, the true interest of
the individual coincides with the interest of
society. If that is the case, it is certainly of
very great advantage in any social study, suffi-
cient even to justify any one in making it his
life work.